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SOCIOLOGY AND
ANTHROPOLOGY (SOAN)
SOAN 111  Introduction to Sociology  (4 Credits)  
Systematic description and analysis of the creation and composition
of groups; development of the sociological imagination as the key to
understanding the interconnectedness of individuals, cultures and social
institutions. An introduction to sociological theory, methodology, and
analysis as well as to the major topics studied by the discipline.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOAN 111Z, SOCI 111, SOCI 111AC, SOCI 111Z  
Attributes: CSD: Identity (CI)  

SOAN 111AC  Introduction to Sociology (CIC)  (3-5 Credits)  
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 1111, SOCI 111AC, SOCI 111Z  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 121  Introduction to Anthropology  (4 Credits)  
This course will provide an introduction to the field of anthropology.
Anthropology is a holistic and comparative study of human diversity.
Students will examine cross-cultural examples to shed light on all
aspects of human life and culture from race, gender, identity and ethnicity,
to language and religion, to technology and medicine, to the study human
evolution and variation. Ethnographic examples stemming from both the
United States as well as around the world allow students to reflect on
their own identities and cultural contexts. It is often in comparison that
we can see how our own cultural lens and experiences have shaped our
perspectives of the world.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: HONR 220F, SOAN 121Z, SOCI 121, SOCI 121Z  
Attributes: CSD: Identity (CI)  

SOAN 230  Family and Society  (4 Credits)  
Explores the family as a SOCIAL institution, recognizing the diversity
of families around the world and within various cultures. The course
places particular emphasis on the history, current challenges, and future
directions of the family in United States, while examining how societal
perspectives on gender, race, ethnicity, social class, and immigration
status impact interactions and roles within the family. Students examine
how families are influenced and shaped by social forces such as the
economy, politics, and religion.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 230, SOCI 329  

SOAN 250  Social Problems  (4 Credits)  
This course provides an overview of the sociological study of social
problems and issues, both in the United States and in global perspective.
The course will examine the nature and causes of social problems as well
as possible solutions. Theoretical and methodological perspectives used
to analyze social problems will also be considered.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 250  

SOAN 270AA  Aboriginal People-Australia  (4 Credits)  
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 270AA  

SOAN 270FA  Fundamental Concepts of Sociology (France)  (3 Credits)  
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 270FA  

SOAN 270OA  Introduction to Sociology and Social Anthropology  (3
Credits)  
Introduction to conceptual and theoretical themes in sociology and
social anthropology, including discussions on social inequality, social
stratification, culture, identity (including gender, “race” and ethnicity),
socialisation, and age in the context of a life course perspective.
Discussion themes are grounded in social theory and methodological
approaches in the social sciences.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 270OA  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 271  Individual Learning Project  (1-4 Credits)  
Supervised reading or research at the lower-division level. Permission of
department chair required. Consult department for applicability towards
major requirements. Not available to first-year students.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 271  

SOAN 277A  Global Health, Culture and Inequality  (4 Credits)  
This course explores global health from an anthropological perspective.
It examines how medical anthropologists attempt to understand global
health challenges within a larger historical, cultural, political, and
economic framework. This course will cover a wide range of health
challenges from a variety of cultural and geographic contexts. We will
examine a number of topics and diseases – both infectious and non-
communicable – through case studies and ethnographies. Students
will consider issues of gender inequality, maternal and child health,
humanitarian aid, global mental health, and the bioethics of global health
practices. The course emphasizes the numerous political, economic,
structural and cultural forces that lead to the unequal distribution of
disease globally.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 277A, SOCI 337I  
Attributes: Social World (SW), Thematic Focus - Justice  

SOAN 304  Social Theory  (4 Credits)  
This course introduces you to the thinkers, ideas, concepts, and concerns
that together comprise the fields of classical and contemporary
sociological and anthropological theory. This course begins by
addressing the central ideas and assumptions of the founders of modern
Sociology and Anthropology. We will read these influential theorists’
original work, discuss the epistemological significance of sociological
theory, survey recent schools of thought and intellectual trajectories
within the disciplines, and apply sociological and anthropological theory
to contemporary issues.
Prerequisites: SOCI 111 or SOAN 111 or SOCI 111Z  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 204, SOCI 304  

SOAN 306  Qualitative Research in Action: Methods in the Real World  (4
Credits)  
In this course, students work on a research project, using a range of
qualitative methods to develop recommendations and insights for a
community-based client. Students will develop skills in observational
research, interviews, focus groups, and data analysis. By the end of the
course, students should be able to interact with clients and colleagues
professionally and carry out qualitative data analysis that fits with clients'
needs.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 206, SOCI 306  
Attributes: Social World (SW), Thematic Encounter3 - Truth  
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SOAN 319  Sex and Gender  (4 Credits)  
A survey of sociological knowledge about sex and gender as fundamental
organizing principles of our social world. Examines the interplay of sex,
gender, and sexual orientation as they change over time and across
cultures. Critical analysis of what it means to live as a gendered, sexual
being in today's society.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 319  

SOAN 323  Medical Anthropology  (4 Credits)  
Medical anthropology seeks to understand human health and wellbeing,
the experience and distribution of illness, and methods of healing across
cultures. While illness and health are universal concepts, the specific
conditions that lead to illness and health, and the understanding of
what these various states do to one’s body and one’s spirit, vary greatly.
In our biomedically-oriented society, we often take for granted the
various ways that culture, political economy, social structures, religion,
and environment impact health. In this course, we explore the cultural
variations that exist in the ways people experience, diagnose, and treat
illnesses. We will cover a variety of topics from childhood disease and
stress to medical travel and pharmaceutical marketing. The course
readings will be rooted in ethnographic inquiry – that is, we will read
about the lived experiences of people seeking health and healing, the
methods anthropologists use to collect such data, and the theories that
help us explain them. Course readings include a graphic novel about
medical promise, an ethnography about Malawian medical students, and
numerous case studies from all over the world that will bring us closer to
understanding the various and complex ways people experience health,
illness, and healing.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 323, SOCI 337M  
Attributes: Social World (SW), Thematic Encounter3 - Truth  

SOAN 324  Anthropology of Africa  (4 Credits)  
Africa is an immense continent of strikingly rich and diverse geography,
politics and cultures. This course explores many of the central issues
and debates in the anthropological study of contemporary Africa, with
a focus on sub-Saharan Africa. Media representations of Africa often
focus solely on suffering, poverty, disease and corruption. African
life is also frequently portrayed as a singular unified experience. Yet,
African societies and communities are dynamic: both in their cultural,
political and historical diversity, and in their responses to the legacies
of colonialism and the challenges of the contemporary global context.
While this course will examine many of the problems that contemporary
Africans face, we will also contextualize these problems and counter
prevailing narratives about Africa by exploring the resilience and rich
cultural life on the continent. Topics will include: colonialism and post-
colonialism, political economies, kinship and social organization, religion,
health, gender, globalization, sexuality, and arts.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 324, SOCI 337C  

SOAN 326  Cultural Thought and Meaning  (4 Credits)  
How have engagements with cultural “others” helped create knowledge,
expand our understanding of ourselves and the world, and inspired
us to think about humanity? In this class, we will learn about some
of the key theoretical paradigms in cultural anthropology, from its
earliest inception through contemporary, experimental anthropological
thought. As anthropological theory must be deployed in ethnographic
practice to have any effect, theoretical material in this class will be paired
with ethnographies, articles, manuscripts, and films-which exemplify,
challenge and build upon abstract concepts.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 326, SOCI 337H  
Attributes: Human Experience (HE), Thematic Focus - Truth  

SOAN 327  Food, Culture and Society  (4 Credits)  
Food is central to human life, but how food is defined, acquired, and
consumed varies widely throughout the world. This class takes a four-
field anthropological approach to the study of food. In this course,
students will explore how food nourishes and shapes our bodies, how
historical changes in food acquisition have shaped society, and how
globalization is re-shaping what and how we eat. The social and cultural
importance of food will be emphasized in this class, and students
will examine the role of food in building identity, making meaning,
organizing society, and creating social practices. This course will draw
on anthropological theory and methods to understand the importance of
food in shaping and giving meaning to human life.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 327, SOCI 337L  
Attributes: Social World (SW), Thematic Focus - Movement  

SOAN 328  Business, Culture, and Innovation  (4 Credits)  
To a greater extent than ever before, business is a global enterprise.
Social scientists are increasingly using their expertise to shape the way
corporations understand customers, create well-designed products and
services, innovate to meet evolving needs, and thrive in an increasingly
diverse and interconnected marketplace. In this course, students will
examine how scholars and corporations use insights and methods
of anthropology and sociology to study, critique, and/or meet the
needs of the private sector. Topics covered include cultural norms
and international business, corporations as producers of culture, the
symbolism of marketing and advertising, consumer behavior, design
research, and human-centered approaches. Students will also gain
familiarity with ethnographic techniques (observation, interviewing,
cultural mapping) through course assignments.
Prerequisites: None  

SOAN 334  Deviant Behavior  (4 Credits)  
Definition, causes and theories of deviant behavior in the framework
of social norms and institutions. Major deviant identities in American
society.
Prerequisites: SOCI 111 or SOAN 111 or SOCI 111Z  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 334  
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SOAN 336A  Culture and Diversity in Latin America  (4 Credits)  
This course offers an introduction to the region of Latin America and to
the field of anthropology. Latin America is a vast expanse of geographic
extremes from the glaciers of Patagonia to altiplano desert to the
Amazon basin. The region is home to more than half a billion people,
speaking over eight hundred languages, and living in twenty different
nations. It is a region of contrasts, where wealth and poverty are often
in proximity. It is the world’s most urbanized region, yet Latin America
is often associated with agrarian communities. Using anthropological
concepts such as culture, community, identity, and political economy,
students will explore Latin America’s great diversity while also identifying
the cultural factors that unify and shape Latin America.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 336A, SOCI 337Q  
Attributes: CSD: Systems (CS)  

SOAN 336B  Men and Masculinities  (4 Credits)  
This course will offer an exploration of current topics in the field of
men’s studies. What is masculinity? How is it formed? Who does it
benefit? What are its hazards? Readings from a variety of disciplines
will challenge students to analyze the way masculinity functions across
cultures and in their own cultural context.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: GEND 290D, GEND 360D, SOCI 336B, SOCI 337T  
Attributes: CSD: Systems (CS)  

SOAN 336C  Corrections: Race, Gender and Power in Prisons  (4 Credits)  
In this course, students will examine how the corrections system
works to enforce, shape, invent, and constrain people's behavior
related to gender. Students will use first hand accounts, statistics, and
ethnography to understand the relationship between gender, power, and
the corrections system. The experiences of inmates, corrections officers,
judges, and victims will be central to understanding how corrections
systems work in relationship to power, gender, and race. Finally, we will
consider how this can be used to shape corrections policy in the future.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 336C  
Attributes: CSD: Systems (CS)  

SOAN 337P  Love, Sex, and Marriage: Anthropological Perspectives on
Kinship  (4 Credits)  
Families are universal, yet their form varies widely across the globe.
People hold strong ideas about who belongs to their family, what
responsibilities family members have towards each other, who they
can have sex with, and who they should marry. While our ideas about
family seem natural and rigid, they are in fact eminently flexible and
constantly changing. Kinship is a term used in anthropology to mean the
web of social relations that make up families. In considering the different
ways that people come to see themselves as related to one another,
we will examine familial practices of different cultures, and consider
how contemporary social changes like new reproductive technologies,
migration, and transnational marriage are shaping family life around the
world.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 337P  
Attributes: Social World (SW), Thematic Encounter3 - Movement  

SOAN 337R  Minnesota Native Nations  (4 Credits)  
Why do some Native nations have unique fishing rights? Why do some
operate casinos? This topics course explores these and other questions
that examine the ways Native nations continue to assert self-governance.
For centuries, colonizers used military and assimilationist campaigns
against Native nations. Fortunately, these campaigns failed to account
for Native nations’ resilience and North American continues to be home
to hundreds of distinct tribal governments. By exploring the histories and
cultures Native nations in Minnesota and across North America, students
in this course will learn from the strategies they use to resist colonization
and assert their independence.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 277A, SOCI 337R  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 337S  Communities  (4 Credits)  
Community has always been a central concept in Sociology, and this
course will introduce you to the history of sociologists' analyses of
communal life. We will study the relationship between the individual
and the community, as well as relationships between communities. We
will consider both geographic and relational communities, the degree
to which these overlap, and changes in the structure and function of
communities over time. The first half of the course will cover the history
of sociologists' theoretical and empirical work on community, while
the second half of the course will focus on contemporary American
communities. Much of our time will be spent studying new, emerging
forms of community made possible by technology and mobility.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 337S  

SOAN 337U  Global Health Community Engaged Learning in Zambia -
Embedded  (4 Credits)  
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 337U  
Attributes: CSD: Systems (CS), Experiential Engagement (EX), Global
Engagement (GL), Social World (SW), Thematic Encounter3 - Justice  

SOAN 337V  Native Health and Wellness  (4 Credits)  
How did Native American tribes meet all community members health and
wellness needs? Why do Native communities today have some of the
highest healthcare disparities in North America? As Native communities
are revitalizing their health and wellness traditions, what lessons do they
provide that can benefit everyone? In this course, student will investigate
these and other questions as we explore the unparalleled resiliency of
Native communities from Minnesota’s Ojibwe and Dakota communities to
those across the continent.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 337V  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  
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SOAN 337W  Culture, Innovation, and Business  (4 Credits)  
To a greater extent than ever before, business is a global enterprise.
Social scientists are increasingly using their expertise to shape the way
corporations understand customers, create well-designed products and
services, innovate to meet evolving needs, and thrive in an increasingly
diverse and interconnected marketplace. In this course, students will
examine how scholars and corporations use insights and methods
of anthropology and sociology to study, critique, and/or meet the
needs of the private sector. Topics covered include: cultural norms
and international business, corporations as producers of culture, the
symbolism of marketing and advertising, consumer behavior, and design
research and human-centered approaches. Students will also gain
familiarity with ethnographic techniques (observation, interviewing,
cultural mapping) through course assignments.
Prerequisites: None  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 340  Criminology and Corrections  (4 Credits)  
Theoretical causes of criminal behavior. Strengths, limitations, and
challenges to the effectiveness of police, judicial, and corrections
systems in the U.S. Attention to the role of the media and cultural biases
in analyzing the "crime problem." Course includes an optional Service
Learning component. Alternate years.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 340  
Attributes: CSD: Systems (CS)  

SOAN 341  Urban Studies  (4 Credits)  
The city is a built environment that lends material form to social
relations. We will study how people interact with the city, and how the city
structures people’s interactions with each other. Liberating for many, the
city offers unprecedented access to a variety of subcultures, lifestyles,
and communities. For many others, the city constrains opportunity in
unprecedented ways. This course will introduce students to theoretical
and empirical work on cities and provide an opportunity for independent
research: Students will learn a bit about ethnographic research methods
and have opportunities to observe public spaces, take field notes,
and analyze those notes in the context of relevant sociological and
anthropological literature.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 341  

SOAN 342  Self and Society  (4 Credits)  
This is a course on sociological social psychology, with a primary
focus on symbolic interactionism as a way to understand the many
connections between society and the individual. We will think about
the self and social identity: how these things emerge from interaction
with others; how we selectively adjust and present ourselves to others;
and the implications of these social processes for our individual and
collective narratives. We will study how groups and institutions shape our
self-concept, and also how our ideas about who we are contribute to the
creation and negotiation of social reality.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 342  
Attributes: Social World (SW), Thematic Encounter3 - Truth  

SOAN 349  Environmental Anthropology  (4 Credits)  
We interact daily with the environment in a multitude of ways which
often pass unnoticed. When we use cell phones powered by lithium
batteries, when we wash our dishes with chlorinated water, when we
drink coffee produced in other countries, and when we walk through the
arboretum, we engage with nature and the politics that manage it. In this
course, students will gain an anthropological framework for observing
and critically analyzing diverse human relationships to the environment.
The course addresses the questions: In what ways do human cultures
perceive, use, and care for the natural world? What does it mean to live in
the Anthropocene? How does resource management mediate the natural
world? In what ways do people plan for, participate in, subvert, and are
affected by environment management schemes? This course examines
the relationships between human cultures and the environments they
inhabit through ethnographic examples drawn from around the world.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 349  
Attributes: Social World (SW), Thematic Encounter3 - Justice  

SOAN 351  Race and Ethnicity  (4 Credits)  
Social scientists approach race and ethnicity as constructed concepts.
This class will explore the ways in which racial and ethnic distinctions are
constructed, how these distinctions are made meaningful to individuals
and groups, how racial understandings are based on social and cultural
contexts, and in what ways inequalities form along racial and ethnic lines.
This course utilizes social science approaches to critically analyze race,
ethnicity, and the ways these concepts impact people in today’s world.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 351  
Attributes: CSD: Systems (CS)  

SOAN 357  Sociology of Education  (4 Credits)  
Examines the social factors affecting learning and educational
processes. Considers the relationship between types of societies and
systems of education and the rise of education as a social institution, the
links between schools and social stratification, and the contribution of
schools to the preservation of the social order.
Prerequisites: SOCI 111 or SOCI 111Z or SOAN 111  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 357  

SOAN 370B  Pride and Prejudice: LGBTQ Histories, Rights, and
Contemporary Issues in London  (4 Credits)  
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 43  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370B  
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SOAN 370GA  Culture of Modern Greece (Greece)  (3 Credits)  
Students abroad are already proto-anthropologists, trying to make sense
of the rules of the society around them so that they can adapt to the
rhythms and practices of their new, temporary home. This class turns
that experience into a structured exploration, both offering history and
social context that will allow life in Greece to make sense, and giving
assignments that will have students exploring that society in ways
they might not otherwise find on their own. We focus on the culture(s)
of Modern Greece from the 1960s onward, drawing on authors from
across the social sciences to help us identify key realms that make life
in Greece distinct. We will also train more specifically in the theories and
methods of anthropology, identifying how the focuses of anthropologists
writing ethnographies in Greece have changed over the past decades,
learning thus both about social changes in Greece and about the history
and scope of anthropology at the same time. Tying this content to the
experiential realm, we will try on different lenses that social scientists
have created for us to look through as we conduct ethnographic research,
testing what new insights we can gather when we examine the world
through theories of space, ritual, performance, gender, symbol, and more.
This structure will allow the student an understanding of contemporary
society in Greece and a developing awareness of their own cultural
conditioning and ethnocentrisms.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 53  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370GA  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 370GB  Underdogs, Delinquents, Rebels: A Sociology of
Transgression  (3 Credits)  
Norms and laws constitute the ethical contours of our societies, yet
deviance from norms is as old as societies themselves. Transgression
– a concept defined as conduct that breaks rules, exceeds boundaries
or social limits, or even breaks the law – is situated at the limits of
acceptable behavior. At various moments in history moral transgression
has been deemed as criminal and/or pathological and as such
transgressors were harshly punished, either via the legal route or via
social exclusion. Transgression is central in processes such as labelling,
stigmatization, and criminalization and historically it has played a key
role in consolidating and enforcing norms. In all types of societies, some
groups are systematically situated outside the normative order, for
instance, minority groups have played this role in modernity. “Good” and
“bad”, “moral” and “immoral”, “normal” and “abnormal”, “conformity” and
“subversion” are binaries produced through this process, which attributes
the desirable characteristics to the dominant group and the undesirable
to those who are perceived as deviants across different historical and
social contexts.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 53  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370GB  

SOAN 370IA  Immigration, Race & Identity in Contemporary Italy  (3
Credits)  
In this course, students will use cross-cultural and multidisciplinary
approaches to discuss how identity is formed, challenged, and defended
in an ever more globalized world. They will also investigate and compare
the pressing issues of immigration, race, and ethnicity in contemporary
Italy, Europe, and the U.S. Prerequisite: completion of introductory
coursework in any of the following subject areas: Cultural Studies,
Sociology, Political Science, or History. Note: this course requires
payment of an additional fee to cover active learning components that
are above and beyond typical course costs, such as site visits, entrance
fees, and other expenses.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 54  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370IA  
Attributes: Human Experience (HE)  

SOAN 370JA  Ethnology of Selected Culture Areas: Japanese Politics,
Economics and Society  (4 Credits)  
This course explores a variety of topics about contemporary Japanese
politics (political parties, elections, foreign policy), the economy
(Japanese corporate management, unions, commodity pricing, the
monetary system), and society (social trends, popular literature, personal
relationships, etc.). Mandatory and optional excursions. Term papers and
class participation required. (Taught in English)
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 41  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370JA  

SOAN 370LA  Diversity in Britain: Immigration, Discrimination, and
Integration  (4 Credits)  
What is Britain’s historical relationship with peoples that later migrated to
Britain? How have forms of religion been transplanted, transformed and
helped in the building of community? What does it mean to grow up as
an immigrant in London? The course will be a study of Britons from multi-
ethnic backgrounds, which have evolved from diaspora communities
into multicultural ethnicities. The strobe will be on London, a “global city”
where much of the debate focuses on these transnational communities
that inhabit the capital, the unique mixture of cultural assets and beliefs,
and the consequent challenging inequalities. Students enrolled in this
course will the diasporas of the Black community, Chinese and South
Asians, and religions in the global diasporas –Jewish, Islamic & Sikh. At
the conclusion of this course students will attain a sound knowledge of
the transnational nature of the modern world and will have developed an
anthropological perspective and related skills in dealing.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 43  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370LA  

SOAN 370OA  Social Anthropological Themes - South Africa  (2 Credits)  
A choice of themes that include belief and ritual, social dynamics as well
as political and economic relationships, with a focus on socially relevant
questions.Must be paired with another SW-eligible SOAN course to fulfill
Integrations SW requirement.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 64  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370OA  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  
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SOAN 370OB  Medical Anthropology - South Africa  (2 Credits)  
The contextualisation of illness and health in a society which is afflicted
by HIV/AIDS, stigma and underdevelopment. Must be paired with another
SW-eligible SOAN course to fulfill Integrations SW requirement.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 64  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370OB  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 370OC  Reading and Doing Ethnography - South Africa  (2 Credits)  
Analysis of selected ethnographical work (South African and from
elsewhere) demonstrating the variety in approaches to the writing of
ethnography. Fieldwork and participant observation as established
traditions. A small-scale fieldwork and writing project.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 64  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370OC  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 370OD  Culture, Power and Identity - South Africa  (3 Credits)  
Nation-building and ethnicity. Assimilation, pluralism, multiculturalism
in comparative perspective. Global inequalities and human rights.
Difference and diversity in civil society. Must be paired with another SW-
eligible SOAN course to fulfill Integrations SW requirement.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 64  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370OD  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 370OE  Poverty, Development and the Environment  (2 Credits)  
Debates on the causes and meaning of poverty, inequality and
development; critical thinking on underdevelopment and ‘sustainable
development’; and the environment. Must be paired with another SW-
eligible SOAN course to fulfill Integrations SW requirement.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 64  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370OE  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 370OF  Race: Social Identity and Inequality  (2 Credits)  
Sociological understandings of the intersection of race, gender, sexuality,
class and age as sources of identification, dimensions of power, and
inequality in South Africa and elsewhere. Must be paired with another
SW-eligible SOAN course to fulfill Integrations SW requirement.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 64  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370OF  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 370OG  Sociological Theory  (3 Credits)  
Social contexts of thought; historical development of sociological
thought; selected theoretical perspectives such as functionalism, critical
sociology, Marxism, symbolic interactionism, feminism, postmodernism.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 64  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370OG  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 370OH  Political Sociology - South Africa  (3 Credits)  
The relationship between power, authority and governance systems, the
impact of civil society on the state, the emergence of new social and
political forces; influence of social movements; the effect of militarism,
terrorism, violence and armed conflict on society.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 64  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370OH  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 370OI  Understanding HIV in South Africa: A Health and Social
Justice Approach - South Africa  (3 Credits)  
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 64  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370OI  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 370PA  Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Disease, Wellness &
Healthcare  (3 Credits)  
This course delves beyond the simple comparative and practical
approach to understanding stereotypes. It is designed to enhance overall
intercultural competence and interpersonal/cultural communication
between people of diverse cultures, with an emphasis on cultural
identity, patterns, attitudes, values and nonverbal behaviors. After being
introduced to some of the theoretical frameworks used to examine
culture (ie. Hofstede, Kohls, etc.), you will use ethnographic techniques
to gain a clear understanding of the various elements present in any
culture and use this information to contextualize your interaction with
the host environment and explain the cause of certain behavioral traits
that lead to stereotypes, misunderstandings and confrontations. Another
equally challenging component of this class is to interpret and explain the
opinions regarding the U.S. culture held by the local host environment.
The course will enlighten students as to the importance of needing to
fully understand the values of the host environment in order to achieve
and display a degree of mutual respect and making sense of the cues
as to appropriate behavior. Through readings, discussions, ethnographic
observations and personal interactions participants will explore these
contexts.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 67  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370PA  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  
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SOAN 370PB  Cultural Values & Stereotypes: Spain & the U.S.  (3
Credits)  
"How do you know if you're sick? And if you are, what do you do? Every
human society has a system for identifying states of health and illness,
methods for treating disease, and techniques for maintaining health. This
interdisciplinary course broadly surveys various systems of health and
healing across cultures and different ideas about the nature and cause
of illness. After tracing the development of scientific medicine to the
present day, you will learn about various Western & non-Western medical
systems and the cross-cultural issues that arise when they encounter
the spread of scientific medicine in the modern era. You will then develop
a critical perspective of the healthcare sector using the United States
and Spain as case studies. Studying in Seville gives you the opportunity
to investigate first hand at several institutions in the history of modern
healthcare and medical science, including the Caridad Hospital, the
Hospital of Los Venerables, and the Santa Isabel clinic. At each of these
institutions, you will have the opportunity to examine how society had/
has an impact on providing healthcare and the historical significance and
legacies, and how these legacies shape contemporary thinking."
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 67  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370PB  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 370PC  Sport & Culture in Contemporary Spain  (3 Credits)  
The aim of this course is to analyze the important role that sport plays
within modern Spanish culture. The historical framework for this course
will be provided by an analysis of the socio-political use of sport by
the Franco dictatorship and the repercussions of this heritage on
contemporary Spanish society. The relations between politics, media,
and sport will serve as a useful route to understanding wider issues in
Spain. The course will adopt a hands-on approach to the subject matter
including case studies, field trips and guest speakers as well as making
constant comparisons with the sports and culture debate in the United
States.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 67  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370PC  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 370PD  Seville: Culture, Identity & Citizenship in the City  (3
Credits)  
What role does Seville have as one of the most important cities in the
secular state of Spain? Why and how has it played a central part during
history while remaining a key anchor of national pride. It reflects the
cultural contradictions that define what means to be a Spaniard. For
example, Seville's main national celebrations, ie. Holy Week, run contrary
to the fact that Spain is a secular country. Additionally it embraces the
cultural icons of being Spanish: Catholicism, flamenco and bullfighting.
Through these incongruences, Sevillians have cultivated a counter-
culture, based upon the re-interpretation of their identity and culture as
a manner of resistance. Here marginalized groups gain their space; one
where traditional folklore meets with active social movements, where
three world religions met and still peacefully co-exist. Seville exemplifies
an ideal environment to explore alternative cultures, gender-related
identities (ie. the LGBT community) and new political affiliations. Finally
Seville's transformation, through newly constructed ideas of citizenship,
have generated organic solutions to the economic crisis, which have
yielded novel local ways to understand and articulate notions of
community. This course adopts an interdisciplinary approach borrowing
instructional tools and methods from subject areas ranging from Spanish
studies to gender studies. The course develops by providing a historical
and analytical review on the changes which impact cultural and gender
identity in Sevillian / Spanish society over the last four decades, roughly
from the last years of the Franco regime to now. On the one hand, we
will explore how these changes can be understood by the political
developments witnessed in the country, from a conservative dictatorship
to a stable democracy. On the other hand, we will also investigate how
citizenship and gender spaces are negotiated within the local society
by exploring different areas such as the political realm, work, cinema,
family and religion. Our analytical focal point is placed upon the city, the
suburbs, and the neighborhoods of Seville where the presence of diverse
local initiatives offer opportunities for exploration on how effectively
they have managed to create impact and transformation on the Spanish
political, economic, societal and cultural mainstream. Through academic
readings and course excursions, you will explore Andalusia's capital city
and the multicultural populations to which it has been home in both a
historical and a contemporary context. Personal observations of and
encounters with people from a variety of populations are all part of the
fieldwork in this course. You will learn how a culture's official policy about
belonging and foreignness relates to gender, sexuality, and ethnicity by
drawing from similar rhetorical strategies. The course will point to ways
to cross lines of difference to re-imagine new forms of belonging and
citizenship for a 21st century Seville.
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 67  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370PC  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  

SOAN 370R  Sociology in Cork  (3-6 Credits)  
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 63  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370R  

SOAN 370SA  Contemporary Austrian Culture - Austria  (3 Credits)  
Prerequisites: None  
Corequisites: XXXX 61  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 370SA  
Attributes: Social World (SW)  
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SOAN 371  Individual Learning Project  (1-4 Credits)  
Supervised reading or research at the upper-division level. Permission
of department chair and completion and/or concurrent registration
of 12 credits within the department required. Consult department for
applicability towards major requirements. Not available to first-year or
second-year students.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 371  

SOAN 377A  Indigenous and LBGTQ+ Allyship  (4 Credits)  
What roles do Two-Spirit and other Indigenous gender identities play
in Native American communities? How did colonialism impact these
identities and what steps are being taken to reclaim them? As we explore
the similarities and distinctions between Indigenous and Western gender
constructions, students in this course will understand the roots of
Indigenous and LGBTQ+ allyships and the tools necessary for develop
successful coalitions.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 377A  
Attributes: Social World (SW), Thematic Focus - Justice  

SOAN 378A  Transnational Anthropology  (4 Credits)  
Cultures and cultural groups have never been bounded to a single
location – people have always been in movement, learning from
people outside their cultural groups, and hybridizing ideas and ways
of life. This course uses cultural anthropology theory and method to
study transnational cultural groups that are present in contemporary
Minnesota. In particular, we will study ethnographic manuscripts
about Hmong, Somali, and Mexican people and topics including
ethnicity, migration, refugeeism, tourism, nomadism, political economy,
and medical anthropology. Students will be conducting original
ethnographic research in a semester-long project that analyzes a
particular transnational cultural case study.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 322, SOCI 337E, SOCI 378A  
Attributes: Social World (SW), Thematic Focus - Movement  

SOAN 379A  Conspiracy Theory and the Social Construction of Reality  (4
Credits)  
This is a course grounded in the sociology of knowledge. As sociologists,
our approach to the study of conspiracy theory will focus on how truth
and falsehood are socially constructed in our society. We will ask a
variety of questions in this class: Why do conspiracy theories seem so
wildly popular at this moment in history? How are people convinced
of the truth of either a conspiracy theory or an official narrative that
contradicts it and aims to debunk it? How can people in one society
find evidence for—and claim as true—wildly incompatible and mutually
exclusive versions of reality? How can power, science, and media be
used to bolster or undermine truth claims? While we won’t reach a final
conclusion on the “reality” of any particular conspiracy theory, this
course will improve your ability to weigh the plausibility and legitimacy of
competing arguments about social reality.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 337O, SOCI 379A  
Attributes: Social World (SW), Thematic Focus - Truth  

SOAN 379B  Quantitative Research in Action: Methods in the Real
World  (4 Credits)  
This course introduces students to quantitative research methods
including survey design and statistical analysis. Working for a real-world
client, students will also experience preprofessional training in areas of
defining the scope of a project with client input, teamwork required to
complete projects, and presenting results to clients. By the end of the
course, students should be able to interact with clients and colleagues
professionally, and carry out quantitative data analysis that fits with
clients' needs.
Prerequisites: MATH 124 or PSYC 221  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 205, SOCI 279A, SOCI 379B  
Attributes: Quantitative Reasoning (QR), Social World (SW), Thematic
Focus - Truth  

SOAN 396  Sociology Capstone  (4 Credits)  
An integrative academic experience which engages majors in key debates
and issues of concern to sociologists. Preparation for the transition to
graduate school and/or exploration of the applicability of sociology in the
workplace. Students demonstrate mastery of core concepts, theoretical
perspectives, and methods of the discipline through original research.
Emphasis placed on critical reading of scholarly journals and on student
participation in sociological discourse. Topics determined by expertise of
the faculty.
Prerequisites: None  
Restrictions: Students with the 2024-2025 Registration Cohort,
2025-2026 Registration Cohort or 2026-2027 Registration Cohort
attributes may not enroll.   
Equivalent courses: SOCI 396  
Attributes: Writing Requirement (WR)  

SOAN 397  Internship  (1-8 Credits)  
Supervised field work and experience in a variety of social, administrative
and research settings. Subject to approval of faculty advisor and
department chair and completion of the pre-internship seminar. S/U
grading. No more than 4 credit hours may be applied to the major.
Prerequisites: None  
Equivalent courses: SOCI 397  
Attributes: Experiential Engagement (EX)  


